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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


To  the  Town  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Stockton-on-Tees* 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1944,  which,  as  in  previous  wartime  years,  is  presented 
in  its  now  customary  abridged  form.  1  have  endeavoured, 
however,  to  give  as  concise  an  indication  as  possible  of  the 
health  trends  of  the  Borough  and  of  the  work  carried  out 
bv  your  Health  Department. 

It  is  now  so  universally  accepted  that  the  health  of  the 
people  has  been  not  only  maintained  but  even,  in  some 
respects,  improved  during  the  war  years  that  it  seems  almost 
platitudinous  to  reiterate  this  statement  for  the  year  under 
review.  If  is,  nevertheless  desirable  that  the  lessons  taught 
by  the  war,  notably,  that  full  employment  and  an  adequate 
level  of  nutrition  are  of  prime  importance  in  maintaining 
health,  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  the  planning  of  the  post¬ 
war  world. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  Stockton-on-Tees  for  1944  was  23.53 
per  1000  population,  this  being  the  highest  recorded  since 
1923,  when  the  rate  was  24.9.  It  is  noteworthy  that  this  is 
a  reflection  of  the  rise  in  the  Birth  Rate  not  only  of  the 
country  as  a  whole  (which  began  in  1941-42)  but  of  a  large 
part  of  Europe  as  well.  It  is  too  early  to  say  whether  this 
represents  the  beginning  of  a  real  reversal  of  the  downward 
tendency  which  began  at  the  end  of  the  last  century  or 
whether  it  is  due,  only,  to  the  unprecedented  wave  of 
marriages  associated  with  the  war.  The  key  will,  no  doubt, 
be  found  in  the  birth  rate  figures  during  the  next  decade 
or  so. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Borough  fell  to 
1.28  in  1944  compared  with  3.78  in  1943.  The  1944  rate  is 
the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough.  Stated  simply  this 
means  that  only  two  mothers  lost  their  lives  during  the  birth 
of  1,565  children,  an  eloquent  testimony  to  the  high  standard 
of  midwifery  obtaining  in  the  Borough.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  work  of  your  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  and  of 
the  Robson  Maternity  Home  contributed  in  no  small  measure 
to  this  most  satisfactory  result. 
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Similarly,  the  Still-birth  Rate  fell  during  1944  to  23.64 
per  1000  total  births  compared  with  31.6  during  1943,  showing 
that  the  babies,  no  less  than  their  mothers,  benefited  from  the 
high  standard  of  obstetric  services  available. 

When,  however,  we  come  to  consider  the  Infantile  Mor¬ 
tality  Rate  for  1944  it  is  not  possible  to  display  a  similar  spirit 
of  optimism.  The  rate  of  67  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  per  1000  live  births  was  the  same  as  that  for  1943  while 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  only  46.  This  rate, 
which  is  a  sensitive  index  of  social  and  environmental  con¬ 
ditions,  makes  it  clear  that  great  improvements  in  housing, 
nutrition  and  health  education  will  be  needed  before  our  rate 
can  be  stabilised  nearer  to  that  of  some  of  the  more  favoured 
parts  of  the  country  whose  exceptionally  low  rates  serve  as 
a  diluent  of  the  heavier  rates  experienced  in  the  heavy 
industrial  regions  generally. 

It  is  important,  therefore,  that  the  Ministry  of  Health 
have  agreed  to  the  establishment  in  the  Borough  of  a  Hostel 
for  Sick  Babies.  The  object  of  this  is  to  allow  for  the 
removal  of  ailing  babies  suffering  from  nutritional  and  other 
disorders  from  the,  frequently,  bad  condition  of  their  homes 
to  the  Hostel  before  the  onset  of  acute  and  often  fatal  illness. 
It  is  felt  that,  pending  the  long  term  improvement  in  environ¬ 
mental  conditions,  this  represents  the  most  direct  method  of 
attack  on  the  problem  of  infantile  mortality.  The  provision 
of  the  Hostel  will  also,  it  is  hoped,  facilitate  the  care  of 
premature  children  who  are  so  liable  to  die  during  the  early 
months  of  life.  The  proposal  accepted  by  the  Ministry  is 
for  the  conversion  and  adaptation  of  one  of  our  Day  Nurseries 
and  the  project  will  go  forward  as  soon  as  the  Lome  Terrace 
Nursery  can  be  released  from  its  wartime  use. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  extensions  to  the  Robson 
Maternity  Home  are  nearing  completion  with  the  result  that, 
before  long,  the  number  of  available  beds  will  be  increased 
from  15  to  21.  This  will  prove  a  valuable  amenity  to  the 
town  in  view  of  the  ever  increasing  popularity  of  institutional 
as  against  home  delivery. 

The  future  of  our  day  nurseries  is  causing  much  interest 
at  the  present  time.  The  views  recently  expressed  by  the 
Government  lead  one  to  suppose  that  while  suitable  nurseries 
will  ultimately  be  converted  into  Nursery  Schools  as  part  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  local  authorities 
will  still  be  able,  as  part  of  their  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Services,  to  maintain  Day  Nurseries  for  children  under  2 
years.  Although  there  is  no  question  of  any  immediate 
closure  of  any  of  our  day  nurseries  which  are,  in  fact,  work- 
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ing  to  capacity,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  some  nursery 
provision  will  be  required  in  the  future  years  of  peace  if 
only  to  give  a  little  leisure  to  harassed  and  sick  mothers  and 
to  cater  for  the  only  child  who  so  often  grows  up  to  be  a 
problem  child  as  a  result  of  his  isolation  from  other  children 
of  his  own  age  and  interests.  It  is  possible,  also,  that  for 
many  years  women  may  have  to  g*o  out  to  work  to  help  in 
carrying  out  of  the  vast  programmes  of  post-war  recon¬ 
struction  which  are  foreshadowed. 

Mention  should.  I  think,  be  made  of  the  care  that  was 
extended,  during  the  year,  to  the  numerous  expectant 
mothers  as  well  as  mothers  with  young  children  who  were 
evacuated  to  Stockton  in  July,  1944.  In  addition  to  normal 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  facilities  a  Hostel  for  expectant 
mothers  was  established  in  which  each  expectant  mother  and 
her  children  was  given  good  accommodation,  including 
adequate  cooking  and  washing  facilities,  while  provisions 
were  also  made  for  the  under-fives  in  the  day  nurseries. 
Ante-natal  clinics  were  held  regularly  at  the  Hostel  and,  in 
most  cases,  the  mothers  were  admitted  to  the  Robson  Mat¬ 
ernity  Home  for  their  confinements.  The  Evacuation 
Welfare  Service  was  also  conducted  from  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  by  a  trained  social  worker  who  acted  as  Evacuation 
Welfare  Officer.  I  should  like  to  express  my  great  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  help  received  from  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Services,  Teaching*  Staffs,  the  Citizens’  Advice  Bureau  and 
other  agencies  as  well  as  from  the  Billeting  Department  with 
whom  we  worked  in  the  closest  collaboration. 

The  housing  of  the  people  remains  the  most  urgent  of 
all  social  problems  at  the  present  time.  Work  of  repair  and 
maintenance  continued  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  as  well  as  under  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2871.  On 
the  instructions  of  the  Council  a  complete  Housing  Survey  is 
being  carried  out  at  the  present  time  by  this  Department  in 
which  some  18,000  houses  will  be  inspected.  The  main  object 
of  this  survey  is  to  obtain  reliable  and  up-to-date  information 
of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough,  the  1936-37  survey  having 
been  completely  invalidated  by  the  suspension  of  new  build¬ 
ing  during  the  war  and  by  the  changes  in  the  age  constitution 
of  the  local  population.  The  obsolescence  factor  will  also  be 
taken  into  consideration.  The  information  afforded  by  the 
survey  will,  it  is  hoped,  enable  the  Council  to  fix,  with  a  fair 
degree  of  accuracy,  their  housing  needs  during*  the  years  to 
come. 

A  matter  which  calls  for  urgent  attention  is  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  adequate  accommodation  for  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  At  present  the  premises  are  cramped  and  utterly 
unsuitable.  Clinics  and  offices  are  scattered  throughout  the 


town  which,  besides  being  uneconomic  does  not  make  for 
ease  of  administration.  It  will  be  many  years  before  a 
modern  Health  Centre  can  be  provided  and  it  is  hoped  that, 
in  the  meantime,  the  Council  will  give  their  sympathetic  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  short  term  proposal  which  it  is  my  intention 
to  present  to  them  in  the  near  future. 

Health  Education  in  schools  has  been  a  major  preoccupa¬ 
tion  during  the  year  and.  with  the  consent  of  the  Education 
Committee  a  comnrehensive  svllabus  has  been  worked  out 
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and  will  shortly,  I  hope,  come  into  operation  in  all  schools. 

Finally  I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
unstinted  help  and  co-operation  which  I  have  received  during 
the  year  from  all  members  of  the  Health  Department  and 
from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committees. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EANDON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 

11  Finkle  Street, 

Stockton-on-Tees. 
31st  July,  1945. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


The  civil  population  of  the  Borough  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1944,  was  64,930, 
an  increase  of  690  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 


1944  1943 

Live  Births  : 

Males  ...  ...  780 

Females  ...  ...  748 

-  Birth-rate  per  1000 

Total  ...  1528  of  population  ...  23.53  19.90 


Still -births 

Deaths  :  — 

Males 

Females 


Total 


Rate  per  1000 

37  total  births  ...  23.64  31.60 


461 

390 

-  Rate  per  1000 

851  of  population  ...  13.11  13.49 


Infantile  Mortality. 

No.  of  deaths  at 
ages  under  1  year  102 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Causes  ...  ...  2 


Rate  per  1000 
live  births 

Rate  per  1000 
total  births 


67.  67. 

1.28  3.78 


The  above  vital  statistics  contain  several  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  features.  The  number  of  births  has  increased  by  249 
over  the  number  for  1943  and  the  birth-rate  of  23.53  is  the 
highest  recorded  since  1923,  when  the  rate  was  24.9.  It  is 
much  higher  than  the  rate  for  the  126  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns,  including  London,  which  was  20.3.  It  is  also 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  still-birth  rate  has  fallen  from 
31.60  to  23.64  per  1000  total  births.  The  maternal  death-rate 
is  also  a  considerable  improvement  on  that  for  the  year  1943, 
only  two  deaths  resulting  from  this  cause  during  the  year. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  remains  the  same  as  last  year, 
namely  67  per  1000  live  births. 

The  general  death-rate  is  slightly  lower  at  13.11  per  1000 
of  population,  and  although  this  rate  is  fairly  high  when  com¬ 
pared  with  pre-war  rates  recorded  in  the  Borough,  it  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  the  126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns  which  was  13.7.  Owing  to  the  increasing 
age  of  the  population  it  is  not  likely  that  any  considerable 
reduction  in  this  rate  can  be  achieved. 


Notes  on  Causes  of  Death.  The  principal  causes  of  death 
during  the  year  with  associated  causes  grouped  together, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1943,  are  as 
follows  : — 


1. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

1944 

221 

1943 

189 

2. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 
respiratory  diseases 

104 

122 

3. 

Cancer 

108 

102 

4. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  ... 

69 

71 

5. 

Congenital  debility,  premature 
birth,  etc. 

53 

43 

6. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

48 

61 

7. 

Violence 

41 

48 

Totals  ... 

644 

636 

Percentage  of  total  births 

75 

73 

/a c 

if! 


Heart  and  Circulatory  diseases  account  for  an  increasing 
proportion  of  the  total  deaths  each  year  and  the  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  is  the  highest  recorded  in  the  Borough. 
Deaths  from  tuberculosis  fell  from  61  to  48,  a  figure  which 
is  lower  than  the  average  of  52  recorded  during  the  last  five- 
year  period. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board.  This  supply  has  its  source  in  upland 
gathering  grounds  near  which  it  is  impounded  in  extensive 
reservoirs.  The  supply  is  of  good  quality,  is  constant  and 
abundant  and  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action.  Three  samples 
of  this  supply  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year.  These  samples  were  taken  from  house  taps 
in  different  parts  of  the  Borough.  In  two  cases  the  water 
was  stated  to  be  “excellent”  and  the  other  “  satisfactory.” 
In  all  cases  the  supply  is  direct  to  the  house. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  The  crude  sewage  of  the  Borough 
is  discharged  into  the  River  Tees  without  treatment. 

Closet  Accommodation.  No  house  in  the  Borough  within 
a  reasonable  distance  of  a  sewer  is  now  without  a  water 
closet. 

Slaughterhouses.  Only  two  of  the  22  slaughterhouses  in 
the  Borough  are  now  in  use  and  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  was  no  alteration  during  the 
year  in  the  number  or  nature  of  the  offensive  trades  carried 
on  in  the  Borough. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses.  Three  applications  were 
made  during  the  year  for  registration  of  Keepers  of  Common 
Lodging  Houses.  One  of  these  was  granted. 

There  are  now  two  common  lodging  houses  in  the 
Borough  providing  accommodation  for  58  men  lodgers. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1943.  Powers  under  the  Rats  and 
Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  were  delegated  to  the  Town 
Council  by  the  County  Council  as  from  4th  October,  1944. 
The  work  of  rat  extermination  in  the  sewers  of  the  town 
was  carried  out  during  May  with  good  results.  In  June,  a 
temporary  Rodent  Officer  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan 
showing  the  infestations  in  the  Borough.  This  plan  and  a 
list  of  the  infestations  was  completed  and  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food.  A  Rodent  Officer  has  now  been  appointed 
to  carry  out  the  work  of  dealing  with  these  infestations. 
Block  treatment  is  being  undertaken  as  the  surest  means  of 
effecting  some  permanent  reduction  in  the  rat  population. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year  1944  : — 


Investigations  made  in  respect  to  notifiable  disease  ... 

368 

Premises  disinfected  re  infectious  disease 

o  o  o 

zoo 

yy 

„  „  vermin  ... 

49 

yy 

„  ,,  tuberculosis 

24 

Inspections  following  complaints  ...  . 

419 

yy 

under  the  Housing'  Acts  ... 

84 

yy 

under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

363 

yy 

of  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  . 

45 

yy 

,,  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

*7 

/ 

y  y 

„  Factories 

44 

y  y 

,,  Bakehouses 

22 

y  y 

,,  Cowsheds  ... 

83 

y  y 

„  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

141 

y  y 

„  Stables  and  Pigstyes 

114 

y  y 

,,  Slaughter  Houses 

1124 

yy 

,,  Markets  and  Shops 

743 

y  y 

„  Common  Lodging  Houses 

19 

y  y 

in  regard  to  outstanding  Notices 

1050 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 

167 

Samples 

taken  for  Analysis 

100 

y  y 

,,  ,,  Bacteriological  Examination 

104 

Visits  to  IIouses-Let-in-Lodgings 

60 

Hairdressers 

12 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

42 

Ice  Crea 

m  Shops 

3 

Visits  to 

Smallpox  Contacts 

11 
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Repair  of  Houses  (Housing  Act*  1936,  s.  9,  and  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  2871). 

During  the  year  1944,  130  statutory  notices  under  Section 
9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  were  served  requiring  repairs  to 
property.;  69  of  these  were  complied  with  and  43  had  not 
expired  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

342  preliminary  notices  were  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  and  276  were  complied  with  during  the 
year.  66  statutory  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act  were 
also  served  and  35  of  these  were  complied  with. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  this  work  was 
restricted  during  the  year  and  only  essential  items  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  houses  were  insisted  upon. 


Inspection  of  Public  Houses.  An  inspection  was  made 
during  the  year  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  provided  at  the 
78  public  houses  in  the  Borough.  The  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  findings  : —  • 

In  42  instances  the  urinals  were  without  any  kind  of 
flushing  apparatus. 

In  39  instances  only  hand  flush  was  provided. 

In  20  instances  there  was  no  accommodation  for 
females. 

t 

In  some  cases  the  accommodation  for  females  adjoined 
that  for  males. 

Many  conveniences  were  in  a  dirty  and  defective  con¬ 
dition. 

A  great  many  of  the  urinals  were  quite  out  of  date, 
being  constructed  of  a  cement  rendering. 

The  results  of  the  inspection  were  conveyed  informally 
to  the  owners  and  also  to  the  Licensing  Justices.  In  all 
cases  the  owners  signified  their  willingness  to  co-operate  and 
in  many  cases  plans  have  been  passed  for  improvements. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were,  on  the 
Register  of  Dairymen  : — 

21  Cowkeepers. 

61  Wholesale  and  Retail  Dairymen. 

16  of  the  retail  dairymen  distribute  milk  in  the  Borough 
from  premises  outside. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  produced  in  or  coming  into  the 
Borough  is  handled  in  the  first  place  by  seven  principal  dairy¬ 
men.  Approximately  60%  of  the  total  supply  of  the  Borough 
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is  pasteurised  and  bottled  by  the  pasteurisers  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  shortly  plants  will  be  installed  by  further  whole¬ 
sale  dairymen  which  will  considerably  increase  this  per¬ 
centage. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk.  104  samples  of 
milk  were  taken  during  the  year  ’and  submitted  to  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  made  up  as  follows  : — 

From  producers  in  the  Borough  ...  68 

From  Dairymen  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Twenty-eight  of  the  samples  taken  from  producers  had 
bacterial  counts  below  50,000  and  in  twenty-nine  cases 
Bacillus  Coli  was  entirely  absent. 

Fifteen  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  had  bacterial  counts 
in  excess  of  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  Regulations. 
Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each  case. 

Tubercle  Bacilli  in  Milk.  76  samples  of  milk  were  exam¬ 
ined  for  tubercle  bacilli  during  the  year  but  in  no  case  was 
the  organism  found. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1943. 

One  Pasteuriser’s  Licence,  three  Dealers’  Licences  to  sell 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  two  Dealers’  Licences  to  sell 
Pasteurised  Milk,  were  granted  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  1944. 


Meat  Inspection.  The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  animals  killed  and  inspected  in  the  two  slaughter-houses 
operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  the  Borough  : — 


No.  of 
Animals 

No.  killed 

No.  inspected 

Percentage 

Inspected 

Cattle 

5,317 

5,317 

100 

Sheep 

16,137 

16,137 

100 

Pigs 

501 

501 

100 

Calves 

1,364 

1 ,364 

100 

Total  ... 

23,319 

23,319 

100 

The  following  table  shows  the  meat  condemned  as  unfit 
for  food  during  the  year  : — 
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Carcase  and  organs  of  Beast 

61 

do. 

Sheep 

14 

do. 

pig 

4 

do. 

Calf  ... 

6 

Part  Carcase  and  Organs 

of  Beast 

...  2126 

do. 

Sheep 

...  232 

do. 

Pig 

35 

do. 

Calf 

2 

Other  Foods.  The  following  is  a  list  of  various  food¬ 
stuffs  submitted  for  inspection  during  the  year  and  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

656  tins  Fish  ;  157  tins  Salmon  ;  144  doz.  Fishcakes  ; 
1634  lbs.  tinned  Meat;  15  tins  Fruit;  14  jars  Meat  Paste; 
20  bags  Oatmeal;  449  tins  Soup;  3  bottles  Emulsion;  9  tins 
Stewed  Steak;  601  tins  Beans;  103  lbs.  Prunes;  4  ton  Jam; 
197  jars  Jam;  43  tins  Lunch  Meat;  1110  tins  Milk;  3  jars 
Piccalilli ;  75  boxes  Prunes ;  53  tins  Carrots ;  27  bottles  Sauce ; 

6  st.  Onions;  5  cwts,  3  lbs.  Rice;  8  tins  Syrup;  5  lbs.  Cocoa; 

2  lbs.  Mustard;  860  lbs.  Imported  Beef;  2  Hams;  73  lbs. 
Casserole  Steak;  14  tins  Peas;  11  jars  and  63  tins  Plums; 

122  lbs.  Chopped  Ham;  8y  lbs.  Spam ;  764  lbs.  Bacon ;  383  tins 
Pork  and  Beans;  1703  lbs.  Imported  Pork;  153  lbs.  Sausage 
and  Sausage  Meat;  167  lbs.  Meat  Loaf;  19  lbs.  Ox  Tongue; 

123  lbs.  tinned  Master  Mixture;  277  lbs.  Tea;  142  lbs.  Oats; 
2§  lbs.  Cheese;  1  doz.  tins  Milk  Powder;  3  lb.  Broken  Choco¬ 
late;  66  bars  Chocolate;  144  lb.  Sweets;  133  tins  Vegetables; 

1  jar  Fish  Paste;  43  lbs.  Flour;  28  lb.  Custard  Powder; 

3  bottles  Pickles ;  70  Pies ;  8  lbs.  Cake ;  600  Oxo  Cubes ; 
195  lbs.  Egg  Substitute;  5  lbs.  Clover  Steak;  13  lb.  Beans; 
110  lbs.  Sugar;  10  lbs.  Chocolate  Powder;  954  lbs.  Butter; 
4536  lbs.  Biscuits;  60  Kippers;  6  lbs.  Self  Raising  Flour; 

7  cartons  Chocolate  Spread;  924  st.  Wet  Fish;  84  lbs.  Raisins; 
37  lbs.  Marmalade;  25  lbs.  Pod  Peas;  134  lbs.  Margarine; 
40  lbs.  Imported  Tripe;  124  lb.  Tinned  Peas;  564  lbs.  English 
Beef;  14  lbs.  Imported  Veal;  702  packets  Cake  &  Pudding 
Mixtures;  374  lbs.  Plums;  57  cwt.  Elderberries;  574  lb.  Figs; 

2  jars  Beetroot;  1  jar  Chutney. 


Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  following  table  shows 
the  samples  sent  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst  during 
the  year  1944  and  the  result  of  such  analysis 
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SAMPLE 


Milk  . . 

Sage  &  Onion  Stuffing  ... 
Baking  Powder 
White  Pepper 
Castor  Oil  ... 

Ground  Ginger 
Limeade 

Carbonate  Magnesia 

Egg  Powder  Substitute  ... 

Coffee 

Soya  Flour 

Compound  Spice 

Bun  Powder 

Ginger  Bun  Mixture 

Desert  Mould 

Brawn 

Sausage 

Fruitella 

Ginger  Biscuit  Mixture  ... 

Malt  Vinegar 

Semolina 

Curry  Powder 

Lem-lem 

Rice  Cake  &  Bun  Mixture 
Lard 

Black  Pepper 
Batter  Mixture 
Self  Raising  Flour 
Pork  Sausage  Meat 
Dried  Mint 


No, 

64 

1 


2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


RESULT 

Genuine  Not  Genuine 

60  4 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1  2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total  ...  100  92  8 


Four  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat. 
The  first  sample,  taken  from  a  retailer,  was  attributed  to 
improper  mixing  of  the  milk.  A  sample  taken  from  the 
producer  the  following  day  was  found  to  be  genuine.  A 
further  sample  taken  from  the  same  retailer  a  few4  weeks 
later  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  7% 
and  a  warning  letter  was  sent  him.  A  sample  taken  later 
in  the  year  from  this  retailer  was  found  to  be  genuine. 

The  third  sample  of  milk  deficient  in  fat  was  taken  from 
a  retailer  but  the  deficiency  was  so  slight  the  analyst  recom¬ 
mended  that  no  action  should  be  taken  against  the  vendor. 

The  fourth  deficient  sample  was  taken  at  a  dairy,  the 
vendor  himself  producing  the  milk  at  his  own  farm  outside 
the  Borough.  This  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent 
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of  10%.  As  a  result  of  this  two  samples  were  taken  at  his 
farm  immediately  after  milking  and  both  were  found  to  be 
of  genuine  quality.  The  vendor  was  prosecuted  and  a  fine 
of  £\  was  imposed. 

Two  samples  of  Egg  Powder  substitute  were  found  to  be 
deficient  in  carbon  dioxide,  the  first  sample  to  the  extent  of 
59%.  There  was  no  standard  for  this  commodity  at  that 
time  and  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  manufacturers  drawing  their 
attention  to  the  Public  Analyst’s  certificate.  The  second 

j 

sample  was  deficient  in  available  carbon  dioxide  to  the  extent 
of  11.7%  and  did  not  comply  with  the  Food  Standards  Order 
of  1944  in  that  it  was  incorrectly  described.  This  brand  of 
egg*  substitute  powder  has  now  been  withdrawn  from  sale. 

A  sample  of  sausage  and  one  of  pork  sausage  meat  were 
certified  to  be  deficient  in  meat  content  to  the  extent  of  22% 
and  13%  respectively.  Both  these  cases  were  referred  to 
the  Ministry  of  Food. 

A  sample  of  self  raising  flour,  while  in  accordance  with 
the  description  applied  to  it  on  the  container  was  found  to 
be  infested  by  mites  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  entirely 
unsuitable  for  human  consumption  and  steps  were  taken  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  existing  stocks  of  this  particular  flour. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of 
infectious  disease  received  during  the  year,  compared  with 
the  figures  for  the  year  1943  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1944 

...  143 

1943 

157 

Diphtheria 

...  109 

168 

Typhoid  Fever 

. . .  — 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

9 

Pneumonia 

...  95 

96 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

7 

11 

Erysipelas 

14 

20 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

5 

W hooping  Cough 

...  144 

235 

Measles 

...  614 

1452 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

. . .  - — - 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. . .  . — 

— 

Totals 

...  1137 

2159 

12 


Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  year  remained  fairly  high  at  143,  but  for  the 
seventh  consecutive  year  no  death  was  registered  as  being- 
due  to  the  disease.  The  case-rate  per  1000  of  the  population 
at  2.20  is  slightly  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales 
at  2.40. 


Diphtheria.  The  corrected  number  of  cases  of  this  dis¬ 
ease  i.e.  50,  is  only  50%  of  the  actual  number  of  notifications 
received.  Doctors  are  encouraged  to  send  any  suspicious 
cases  into  hospital  without  awaiting  bacteriological  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  diagnosis  so  that  anti -toxin  can  be  administered  as 
early  as  possible.  The  case-rate  for  the  disease  was  0.77, 
compared  with  a  rate  of  0.67  for  the  126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns.  Nineteen,  or  38%,  of  the  confirmed  cases 
of  diphtheria  had  been  immunised.  Only  one  death  was  regis¬ 
tered  as  being  due  to  this  disease  during  the  year.  This  child 
had  not  been  immunised.  It  was  generally  found  that  the 
severity  of  infection  was  very  much  less  in  the  immunised 
children  than  in  the  unimmunised. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  The  weekly  immun¬ 
isation  clinic  and  the  immunisation  facilities  provided  at  four 
of  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  were  continued  during  the  year 
with  good  results.  A  press  and  poster  advertising  campaign 
was  carried  out  during  the  year. 


The  following  are  the  details  of  the  treatments  carried 


out 


January  to  June 
July  to  December 


CHILDREN  IMMUNISED 

School  School  Total 

334  181  515 

250  33  283 


Totals  ...  584  214  798 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  and  percentage  of  the 
child  population  immunised  in  the  Borough  were  as  follows  : 

Age  Age  Total 

0-4  yrs.  5-15  yrs. 

2,834  7,333  10,167 

49.41  65.30  59.93 

These  figures  are  lower  than  those  shown  for  the  year 
1943  but  this  is  the  result  of  the  efforts  made  during  the  year 
to  bring  the  records  up  to  date  by  excluding  all  children  who 
had  reached  school  leaving  age  and  transferring  the  children 
who  had  reached  the  age  of  five  years  to  the  5-14  group. 
Another  factor  in  the  reduction  is  that  the  percentages  are 


Number 

Percentage 
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now  worked  on  population  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  and  these  are  much  higher,  especially  in  the  pre¬ 
school  group,  than  those  used  previously. 

Erysipelas.  Notifications  of  cases  of  this  disease  have 
consistently  fallen  during  recent  years.  The  case-rate  per 
1000  of  the  population  has  fallen  to  0.21,  compared  with  0.29, 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

✓ 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  The  number  of  cases  of 
these  diseases  fluctuates  considerably  from  year  to  year  and 
during  1944  the  number  of  notifications  received  showed  a 
considerable  reduction  on  those  for  1943. 

All  cases  of  these  diseases  are  visited  by  Nurses  from  the 
District  Nursing  Association  ,as  well  as  cases  of  epidemic 
diarrhoea,  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  puerperal  pyrexia,  ery¬ 
sipelas  and  pneumonia)  under  an  agreement  with  the  Cor¬ 
poration.  Nursing  assistance  and  advice  is  given  where 
necessary. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  measles  and  four  of  whooping 
cough  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  the 
year.  Many  of  these  cases  occurred  among  evacuees  living 
in  billets  where  facilities  for  nursing  were  inadequate. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis.  Seven  cases  of  this  disease 
were  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  11  and  21,  the 
figures  for  the  two  previous  years.  Two  deaths  occurred 
from  the  disease  during  the  year. 

Influenza  Epidemic,  Winter  1943-1944.  An  emergency 
Home  Help  Scheme  was  org'anised  for  patients  suffering 
from  influenza  and  credit  is  due  to  Civil  Defence  personnel 
and  other  volunteers  who  rendered  yeoman  service.  Meals 
were  also  delivered  to  households  where  the  mother  was 
incapacitated,  from  the  British  Restaurants,  and  much  absen¬ 
teeism  from  war  work  was  avoided. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the 
year  was  509,  compared  with  518  and  542,  the  corresponding 
figures  for  the  two  previous  years.  A  large  variety  of  cases 
were  dealt  with  and  accommodation  was  found  for  70  patients 
from  the  Services  stationed  in  the  neigbourhood.  This 
record  of  the  year's  working  is  very  satisfactory  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  staffing  of  the  Hospital  presented  diffi¬ 
culties  during  the  whole  of  the  period. 
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I  he  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions  to 
the  hospital  from  the  different  districts  catered  for  : — 


DISEASE 

Stockton 

Borough 

Bill  in  gh  axil 

U.D.C. 

Stockton 

R.D.C. 

Services 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

147 

66 

3 

'47 

263 

Diphtheria  . 

108 

32 

3 

7 

150 

Measles 

32 

1 

— 

4 

37 

Measles  &  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

8 

2 

— 

1 

11 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

-- 

— 

1 

9 

tmJ 

Rubella 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Mumps 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Dysentery 

1 

—  • 

— 

1 

2 

Dysentery  &  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Scabies 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Septic  Spots 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tonsillitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Septic  Throat 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Pemphigus 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  and 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  and 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever  and 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ringworm 

Broncho-pneumonia 

1 

!  — 

— 

— 

1 

Vincents  Angina 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gastro-enteritis 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Stomatitis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diphtheria  &  Measles  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Otorrhoea 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  contacts 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Observation 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

E  otal  s  ...  ... 

329 

102 

8 

70 

509 

The  following  deaths  occurred  in  the  Hospital  during  the 
year  : — 
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Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ....  ...  1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ...  ...  1 

Broncho-pneumonia  ...  ...  1 

Gastro-enteritis  ...  .  .  ...  2 

Total  ...  8 


Preliminary  and  Final  Fevers,  Training  School. — Twelve 

nurses  sat  for  the  Fever  Nurses  Examination  during  the  year, 
four  for  the  Preliminary  and  eight  for  the  Final.  Nine  of 
these  were  successful,  three  preliminaries  and  six  finals. 


Bacteriological  Laboratory.  At  the  laboratory  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  the  following  diphtheria  swabs  were  dealt 


with  during  the  year  : — 

Throat  Swabs  487  Positive  ... 

55 

Negative  ...  432 

Nasal 

416 

3 

...  413 

Aural  ,, 

16 

1 

s  j  a  •  •  l  5 

Totals 

919 

59 

860 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  bacteriological 
work  was  carried  out  on  specimens  taken  from  patients  in  the 
hospital  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  King’s  College, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  : — 


Dysentery  (faeces 

)  6 

Positive 

None 

Negative 

6 

Typhoid  (faeces) 

1 

yy 

None 

yy 

1 

Typhoid  (blood) 

1 

yy 

None 

yy 

1 

Venereal  Disease 

1 

y  y 

1 

yy 

None 

Facilities  are  provided  by  the  Durham  County  Council 
for  private  medical  practitioners  to  send  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  King’s  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  specimens 
taken  from  patients  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria, 
tuberculosis,  and  typhoid  fever.  During  the  year  the  follow¬ 
ing  reports  were  received  in  respect  to  specimens  forwarded 


by  local  doctors 

; — 

Diphtheria 

17 

Positive  None 

Negative  17 

Tuberculosis 

218 

30 

188 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

„  None 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1943,  the  number  of 
additions  and  removals  during  1944,  and  the  number  remain¬ 
ing  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 
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Pul 

Irnonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

No.  of  cases  on 

M 

F 

Tl. 

M 

F 

Tl. 

Register  31/12/43 

375 

253 

628 

290 

253 

543 

Added  during  1944 

42 

37 

79 

10 

16 

26 

Removed  during  1944  ... 

31 

31 

62 

14 

9 

23 

Remaining  31/12/44 

386 

259 

645 

286 

260 

546 

The  number  of  new 

cases 

notified  du 

ring  the 

year 

in- 

creased  by  eight  over  the  1943  figure,  the  total  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  all  types  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  being  20. 

The  Registrar  General  gives  the  number  of.  deaths  from 
the  disease  as  48 — 41  pulmonary  and  7  non-pulmonary,  com¬ 
pared  with  61—53  and  8,  the  corresponding  figures  for  1943. 
The  death-rate  from  the  disease  is  0.74  per  1000  of  the  popul¬ 
ation.  This  is  considerably  lower  than  the  rate  of  0.94  for 
1943  and  is  slightly  lower  than  the  average  rate  for  the  last 
quinquennial  period,  1936-40,  which  was  0.77. 

CANCER. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  this  disease  during 
the  year  was  108,  an  increase  of  six  over  last  year’s  figure. 
The  mortality  rate  was  1.66,  compared  with  1.58  per  1000  of 
the  population  for  1943. 

The  sex  distribution  of  the  cases  and  the  site  affected,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Site  Males  Females  Total 


Buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

7 

— 

7 

Uterus 

— 

7 

7 

Stomach  and  duodenum 

12 

11 

23 

Breast 

— 

7 

7 

All  other  sites 

32 

32 

64 

Totals 

51 

57 

108 

Verminous  Conditions. 

A  concerted  attack  on  this  problem  is  made  by  the  Health 
Visitors  and  School  Nurses  on  the  basis  that  it  is  a  family 
rather  than  an  individual  matter.  Cases  of  verminous  school 
children  are  referred  as  a  matter  of  routine  to  the  Health 
Visitors  who  visit  the  affected  families  and  advise  in  regard 
to  treatment  of  other  members  of  the  family.  Good  co¬ 
operation  is  reported  from  the  mothers  who  are,  in  most 
cases,  anxious  that  such  conditions,  when  they  exist,  should 
be  cleared  up. 

Tooth  combs  are  available  in  the  Health  Department  and 
are  supplied  to  mothers  who  have  difficulty  in  obtaining  them 
through  normal  trade  channels. 


Both  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  Toddlers 
Clinics  the  attention  of  mothers  is  drawn  to  the  importance 
of  cleanliness  and  the  avoidance  of  verminous  conditions. 

The  percentage  of  school  children  found  to  be  infested 
with  head  lice  fell  from  5.5  in  1943  to  4.5  in  1944. 

Treatment  of  Scabies. 

This  was  energetically  pursued  both  by  the  Health  Vis¬ 
itors  and  School  Nurses  and  an  endeavour  was  made  in  all 
cases  to  include  all  members  of  affected  families  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  provided. 

School  children  were  treated  at  School  Clinics  and  adults 
were  treated  at  the  Norton  First  Aid  Post,  where  good  facil¬ 
ities  were  available.  With  the  closing'  down  of  the  First  Aid 
Posts  the  question  of  scabies  treatment  is  again  under  con¬ 
sideration  with  a  view  to  full  facilities  being  provided. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  number  of  births  notified  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  1944  was  1554 — 1517  live  births  and  37  stillbirths,  com- 
pared  with  1317 — 1277  live  and  40  stillbirths,  for  the  year 
1943. 

Child  Welfare  Centres.  Owing  to  the  increasing  attend¬ 
ances  at  the  Rosslyn  Terrace  Centre  where  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  limited,  an  additional  session  was  arranged  for  Monday 
afternoons.  There  are  now  three  sessions  weekly  at  this 
Centre,  two  on  a  Tuesday  at  which  a  Medical  Officer  attends 
and  one  on  a  Monday  which  is  conducted  by  a  Health  Visitor. 
The  remaining  Centres  carried  on  as  before. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Centres  during  the 
year  was  29,995,  an  increase  of  4017  on  last  year’s  figure. 

The  average  attendance  per  session  at  each  of  the  Centres, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  figure  for  1943,  were  as 


follows  : — 

Centre  1944  1943 

No.  1  . s  81  78 

No.  2  . tv  84  75 

No.  3  . C  58  58 

No.  4  . 74  82  97 

No.  5  96  83 

No.  6  41  41 

Average  for  all  Centres  ...  74  73 


1333  infants  under  one  year  of  age  attended  the  Centres 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  representing  a  percentage 
of  88  of  the  live  births  notified,  compared  with  79%  for  1943. 
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Toddlers  Clinics.  During  the  year  27  Toddlers  Clinics 
were  held  at  which  333  children  were  examined,  168  primary 
and  165  repeat  attendances  were  made.  Thirty-eight  of  the 
children  examined  were  referred  for  dental  treatment,  live  to 
the  ear,  nose  and  throat  clinic,  14  to  the  specialist  eye  clinic 
and  sixteen  for  artificial  sunlight  treatment. 


Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic.  Two  sessions  are  held  weekly 
at  this  clinic.  During  the  year  68  primary  and  1110  repeat 
attendances  were  made.  Both  school  and  pre-school  children 
are  treated  at  the  clinic. 


Ante-Natal  Centres.  Two  ante-natal  sessions  are  held 
each  week.  720  women  made  1160  attendances  at  these 
clinics.  This  represents  a  total  of  46%  of  the  total  births 
notified. 

The  average  attendance  per  session  at  the  ante-natal 
clinics  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


1944 

1943 

No. 

1  . 

17 

19 

No. 

2  . 

16 

11 

Average  for 

the  two  Clinics 

16.5 

15. 

Expectant  mothers  found  to  be  in  need  of  dental  treat¬ 
ment  were  referred  to  the  School  Dentists  under  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Education  Committee.  When  necessary  cases 
were  referred  to  the  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital  for 
X-Ray.  Several  cases  were  referred  to  their  own  doctors  for 
treatment. 


Home  Visiting.  Although  the  number  of  home  visits 
paid  by  Health  Visitors  increased  from  7,446  in  1943  to  10,690, 
it  is  still  impossible  for  the  Health  Visitors  to  devote  the 
amount  of  time  to  this  side  of  the  work  that  is  necessary  if 
proper  supervision  is  to  be  exercised.  The  total  time  spent 
in  attendance  at  Centres  has  increased  again  slightly  during 
the  year  and  a  disproportionate  amount  of  the  Health  Vis¬ 
itors’  time  is  taken  up  by  Clinic  attendance. 


SUPERVISION  OF  MIDWIVES. 

At  the  end  of  1944  there  were  17  midwives  practising  in 
the  Borough.  This  figure  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Municipal  domiciliary  midwives  ...  ...  10 

Domiciliary  midwives  in  private  practice  ...  2 

Midwives  in  institutions  : 

Robson  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  4 

Private  Nursing  Home  ...  ...  ...  1 
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During  the  year  1944  these  midwives  attended  1394  cases 
—846  in  the  patients’  own  homes  and  548  in  institutions.  In 
379  of  these  cases  there  was  a  doctor  in  attendance  and  the 
midwife  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  maternity  nurse.  In  310 
instances,  or  30'%  of  the  cases  for  which  they  were  respons¬ 
ible,  the  midwife  found  it  necessary  to  summon  medical  aid, 
either  before,  during  or  after  the  confinement. 

Municipal  Midwives.  Two  additional  municipal  midwives 
were  appointed  during  the  year,  making*  a  staff  of  ten.  The 
town  was  divided  into  districts,  each  manned  by  three  mid¬ 
wives,  with  one  midwife  acting  as  relief  when  required. 

During  the  year  1944  these  midwives  attended  700  cases 
-562  as  midwives  and  138  as  maternity  nurses.  This  works 
out  at  an  average  of  85  cases  per  year  per  midwife  for  the 
first  half  of  the  year  when  there  were  only  eight  municipal 
midwives  and  an  average  of  72  per  year  per  midwife  for  the 
second  half  of  the  year  when  ten  midwives  were  employed. 
In  order  to  provide  the  holidays  and  off  duty  times  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  Midwives  Salaries  Committee  Report  it  is 
necessary  to  maintain  a  larger  staff  of  midwives  than  was 
previously  the  case. 

Robson  Maternity  Home.  Last  year  1  reported  that  the 
accommodation  provided  at  the  Home — 15  beds — had  been 
taxed  to  the  limit  of  its  capacity  when  368  cases  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  but  during  1944,  448  cases  were  admitted.  This  was 
only  possible  by  reducing  the  average  duration  of  stay  in  the 
Home  from  12.7  to  10.2  days.  As  there  was  no  prospect  of 
the  new  maternity  home  of  30  beds  (work  on  which  was 
commenced  before  the  war)  being  proceeded  with,  it  was 
decided  to  increase  the  accommodation  of  the  existing  Home. 
A  plan  was  prepared  which  provided  an  extra  six  beds,  a 
babies  bath  room  and  bedrooms  for  three  extra  staff.  The 
work  on  these  extensions  was  commenced  towards  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Of  the  448  cases  admitted  to  the  Home,  343  were  attended 
by  midwives  and  105  by  doctors.  In  the  cases  attended  by 
midwives  it  was  necessary  to  summon  medical  aid  in  65  cases. 

Forty  expectant  mothers  were  evacuated  to  the  Borough 
from  the  South  and  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  their 
confinements  was  a  problem  as  the  Robson  Maternity  Home 
was  fully  booked.  However,  eventually,  35  of  these  mothers 
were  admitted  to  the  Home.  Accommodation  was  provided 
for  one  or  two  cases  at  maternity  homes  outside  the  Borough. 

One  maternal  and  eig'ht  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the 
Home  during  the  year  and  there  were  seven  stillbirths. 

There  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  or 
pemphigus  neonatorum  in  the  Home  during  the  year. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

102  deaths  of  infants  under  twelve  months  were  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  67 
per  1000  live  births,  the  same  as  the  rate  for  last  year. 

33  deaths  occurred  at  ages  under  1  week  and  10  at  ages 
between  one  week  and  one  month.  The  neo-natal  death-rate 
for  the  year  was  28.13,  compared  with  31.27  per  1000  births 
for  1933. 

A  table  showing  the  causes  of  death  is  given  in  the 
appendix  to  this  report. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Two  women  died  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  one  from  sepsis  and  one  from  causes  other  than 
sepsis.  Both  women  died  in  institutions.  The  maternal 
death-rate  of  1.28  per  1000  total  births  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  Borough.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  1.93. 

CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

Following  the  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2866 
in  October,  1943,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
declared  themselves  in  favour  of  the  preparation,  of  a  joint 
scheme  in  which  all  the  separate  welfare  authorities  in  the 
County  might  participate.  Several  meetings  were  convened 
by  the  Durham  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Association  and  the 
County  Council  at  which  we  were  represented  and  it  was 
ultimately  decided  to  set  up  a  Hostel  for  mothers  and  babies 
for  joint  use  by  the  participating  welfare  authorities. 

Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

In  Stockton  there  has,  for  many  years,  been  a  high  degree 
of  co-operation  between  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Department  and  the  local  branch  of  the  Moral  Welfare  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  this  will,  no  doubt,  be  strengthened  still  further 
as  a  result  of  action  which  will  be  taken  under  this  Circular. 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

All  premature  infants  under  4  lbs.  are-  admitted  to  the 
Robson  Maternity  Home  where  three  cots  are  available  and 
the  infants  may  be  kept  for  two  or  three  months.  Although 
no  special  facilities  are  provided  at  th-e  Home  for  these 
infants  every  effort  is  made  by  the  staff  to  provide  the  con¬ 
ditions  such  as  temperature  control — necessary  in  these  cases. 
Certainly  more  can  be  done  in  such  an  institution  than  is 
possible  at  home.  Two  special  cots  are  available  to  midwives 
for  use  on  the  district  and  all  cases  are  “followed  up”  by  the 
Health  Visitors.  Good  ambulance  facilities  are  available. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  approved  the  setting  up  of 
a  Hostel  for  sick  children  and  when  this  is  implemented  the 
care  of  premature  infants  will  be  facilitated. 
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WAR  TIME  NURSERIES. 

An  additional  wartime  nursery  was  opened  during  the 
year  making  four  in  all,  providing-  accommodation  for  212 
day  and  20  night  children.  The  accommodation  has  been  well 
used  during  the  year. 

HOME  HELPS. 

An  effort  was  made  early  in  the  year  to  develop  a  home 
help  service.  It  was  intended  to  appoint  two  full-time  helps 
and  several  part-time  workers  but  owing  to  the  lack  of 
applicants  for  the  posts  it  was  impossible  to  implement  the 
scheme. 


TOWN  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  calls  received  during  the 
year  : — • 


Number  of  *calls 

... 

2036 

,,  ,,  patients 

2031 

,,  „  private  removals 

1520 

,,  ,,  street  accidents 

225 

,,  ,,  works  accidents 

237 

„  ,,  home  accidents 

33 

Attendances  at  Racecouse 

12 

Fees  collected  by  personnel 

£450 

5  6 

Fees  collected  by  Borough 
Treasurer’s  Department 

£329 

9  0 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the 
year  in  the  staffing  of  the  service  and  every  credit  is  due  to 
the  Superintendent  for  maintaining  an  efficient  service  often 
under  trying  circumstances. 

A  second-hand  Rolls-Royce  ambulance  was  purchased 
early  in  the  year  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  new 
ambulance  body  was  built  on  to  a  little  used  Humber  chassis. 
Both  these  ambulances  are  giving  good  service. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

During  the  year  the  main  emphasis  was  placed  on  health 
education  in  schools.  The  Education  Committee  accepted  a 
report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  designed  to  make  health 
education  an  integral  part  of  the  school  curriculum.  A  com¬ 
prehensive  syllabus  has  been  prepared  providing  for  three 
years  of  training  in  the  junior  schools,  followed  by  a  further 
and  more  advanced  course  of  three  years  in  the  senior  schools. 
Considerable  time  has  been  spent  in  the  choice  of  suitable 
text-books  for  school  children  and  teachers  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  very  shortly  that  this  form  of  training  will  be  put  into 
operation  systematically  in  all  schools. 
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APPENDIX. 

Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  for  the  year  1944. 

Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 
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CAUSES  OF 


DEATH  IN  STOCKTON-ON-TEES.  1944 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

Males 

Females 

All  Caukf.k  ..  . 

851 

461 

390 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

2 

2 

8.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

1 

5.  Diphtheria 

1 

1 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

41 

24 

17 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

7 

3 

4 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

7 

5 

2 

9.  Influenza 

9 

5 

4 

10.  Measles 

2 

‘2 

— 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

12.  Acute  infective  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 3.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus  (Males) 

7 

7 

— 

do.  Uterus  (Females) 

r 7 

7 

— 

7 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

28 

12 

11 

15.  Cancer  of  the  breast 

7 

— 

7 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

64 

32 

32 

17.  Diabetes 

-> 

2 

1 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

69 

25 

44 

19.  Heart  disease 

21 2 

112 

100 

20.  Ot her  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

9 

5 

4 

21.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  • 

57 

36 

21 

22.  Pneumonia 

40 

30 

10 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

7 

4 

9 

O 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

3 

— 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

20 

10 

10 

26.  Appendicitis  ...  ...  ... 

•7 

D 

2 

1 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

20 

10 

10 

28.  Nephritis  ... 

27 

12 

15 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

J 

— 

1 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

1 

1 

31.  Premature  Births  ... 

32 

20 

12 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries 

infant  diseases 

21 

13 

8 

33.  Suicide 

12 

7 

5 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

8 

6 

2 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

21 

11 

10 

36.  All  other  causes 

106 

59 

47 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1944. 


Causes  of  Death 

Total  under 

1  week 

Total  under 
1  Month 

Total  under 
12  Months 

! 

Diphtheria 

CerebroSpinal  Fever 

* 

1 

Measles 

... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

... 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

... 

Ot  her  Tuberculous  Diseases 

.  .  . 

... 

Convulsions  ... 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

1 

to 

Bronchitis 

5 

Gastro  Enteritis 

... 

19 

Atelectasis 

8 

8 

8 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

■ 

2 

4 

Premature  Birth... 

18 

20 

22. 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

1  I 

2, 

Inanition 

3 

4 

4 

. 

Violence 

.  .  . 

3 

Inattention  at  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

5 

5 

/ 

10 

Totals 

■j 

38 

43 

99 1 

fThis  is  three  less  than  the  official  figure  supplied  by  the 

Registrar  General 
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